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October 26, 2020 
 
Dear Superintendents, 
 
The Porter County Health Department is committed to emphasizing effective strategies to decrease the transmission 
of COVID19 in the community. COVID19 cases have taken a concerning uptick in the past 2 weeks. County metrics 
on the ISDH coronavirus website will place us in the ORANGE category starting Wednesday October 28, 2020, 
indicating medium to high community spread. If our positivity rate continues to climb, we could enter the RED zone 
in future weeks, very high positivity and community spread. 
 
The ISDH guidelines from Sept 15, 2020 recommend older grades switching to a hybrid learning model in the 
ORANGE category in an attempt to decrease the density in the school buildings. 
 
In evaluating county level data of students testing positive and then following those identified as close contacts due 
to classroom exposures, it is clear that COVID transmission is not happening in the classroom. We have had 
individual schools with high enough numbers of COVID cases (1% or greater of the in person student population) 
brought in from the community to warrant short term school building closure for cleaning and quarantine, but COVID 
is not currently spreading in Porter County K-12 classrooms. 
 
Community transmission is happening at social events and interactions outside the classroom. I don’t believe it is in 
the best interest of our students to close or limit attendance in school buildings when transmission risk is so low in 
that setting, regardless of level of community transmission. If your schools reach the 1% threshold, it is still 
recommended to have a short term switch to remote learning. There may be other reasons to close school buildings 
from an administrative or logistical standpoint during this pandemic, and a state issued stay at home order would 
supersede any local guidance for school building use. 
 
As stated previously, social events outside the classroom do pose a risk of increasing community transmission. At 
an ORANGE level, extracurricular and sports events should have attendance limited to a number that can allow for 
social distancing. Mask wear should be required, both for spectators and participants to the extent possible. 
Concession stands should be closed to avoid crowding, and no food or drink other than water for participants should 
be allowed to minimize the removal of masks during the event. A monitor should be designated at each event to 
ensure mask wear by spectators and stop game play or performance if attendees are not following mask wear 
requirements. At a RED level, attendance at extracurricular activities should be limited to participants, coaches and 
parents or guardians only. 
 
Please continue your efforts to emphasize to students and parents that their behavior outside the classroom 
matters. Gatherings in other people’s homes, even small ones, increase community spread in our county. Students 
should avoid parties, sleepovers, carpooling to school and events, and study dates. Virtual gatherings and virtual 
study dates should be encouraged and facilitated if possible. 
 
If our data begins to show that significant transmission is happening within school classrooms, this guidance may be 
revised. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation through this trying time. 
 
Maria L. Stamp, MD 
Health Officer 


